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Merry Christmas and New  Year to you all,  

Well it has been an interesting last few months, I 

would like to thank Lin Riddley for her efforts as 

club secretary over the last two years, she came to 

our rescue at short notice and has welcomed the 

club council those who attended the AGM will have 

heard Dave Newman's chairman's report which in-

cluded many details as to the proposed changes to 

the Brightling Road recreation ground and the 

meadow by Polegate Town Council that could mean 

that at long last we will get the road access which we have wanted for 

many years and a parking area for us outside our track. Other works 

should include a new fence and gate along with a toilet block n the 

corner of the main field (this may be a chemical type but would be a 

great improvement). These proposals have made it important that we 

stay at our current site to enable us to benefit if they go ahead. As will 

be seen in this newsletter we have started to invest in the site with an 

additional container which will be used to provide improved facilities 

for the members who attend the site. We also hope to carry out  fur-

ther improvements to the station to increase the public waiting area.  

Following the boiler leaks found in the club Sweet Pea locomotive and 

my attempts to re -silver solder the affected areas, to date this have not 

been successful, it has been agreed that I will try one more time and if 

not successful the boiler will be inspected and if appropriate the 

boiler will be soldered with Comsol in the leaking areas to enable the 

boiler to be returned to serviceable condition. When I explained to 

Jan what I was doing òtrying to re-silver solderó he said it would be 

unlikely to be successful as he had tried the same on another boiler 

and found he chased the leaks around  the boiler, I have been doing 

the same, he was so right.  

Dave Newman has brought to my attention that the club own a number 

of locomotive plans and workshop equipment drawings the list will be 

posted at the track club room and at club nights, it is intended that 

when the on site club room is up and running, to have them available 

there. I also have a number of loco drawings which are available.  

Hereõs to you all, have a happy and peaceful Christmas and a happy 

and healthy New Year and 2011.   GE 11/10 

Editors Bits  
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PADMEC New Council Member and Club Secretary  

Following the standing down of our chairman Dave Newman a new 

member was required for the club council, David Philips  who was 

prepared to stand, was elected and is the new member of the council.  

David is currently working hard to complete his driver programme 

and should shortly be passed out as a driver.  

Our club secretary Lin Riddley also stood down this year and with a 

little persuasion Clare White (wife of council member and web page 

master Chris) agreed to stand as our new secretary, thanks to both of 

you for coming forward and the best of luck in your duties.  GE 11/10 

Our new council member David Philips pre-

paring to water Keithõs locomotive during a 

public running day at our Brightling Road 

track this summer.         GE 11/10   

Our new secretary Clare White who is a 

passed driver is seen in the photo above 

driving Keithõs 5 inch gauge Speedy 0-6-0 

during public running.   GE 11/10  

Rule Change for younger members agreed  

At this years AGM there was a rule change regarding Junior / Family 

members which now removes the age limit for family membership, we 

also agreed to allow Junior members from 8 years old to start to learn 

how to drive electric locos subject to restrictions and supervision 

leading to being able to learn to drive steam locos from 13 years old. 

We hope this will encourage new family members  GE 11/10  
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 Station Platform Improvements  

Club members 

Keith Nicks, 

Robbie Archer 

and Chris 

White took it 

upon them-

selves to spend 

much of the au-

tumn half term 

holiday to start 

works on the 

station platform 

improvements. 

They have car-

ried out the concreting of the blocks on the inside of the track area to 

match the platform height. It is planned to extend the existing public 

platform area to improve the available station area and allowing the 

fitting of a control fence separating the public waiting area from the 

running track and the steaming bays. (Photos from Dave Newman)  

Due to the increase in public attendance at the track, there has been 

issues with public getting too close to the track when the trains pass 

and some have even wandered in to the steaming bays. The works 

hoped to be carried out during the winter ready for the new season, 

anyone interested in helping please look out for information on work-

ing parties (to be arranged) at the club meetings and on line.  GE 11/10  
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Once it had been agreed to stay at our current track site, the club 

council started to look at getting an additional container on site, one 

that was found available was an ex ð site hut, needing some TLC. The 

container was paid for and delivered to site and the Thursday gang set 

about refurbishing the inside to make an òon siteó club room. The old 

kitchen unit was removed and the kitchen from our original container  

New Container for Club Room at PADMEC Track  

was fitted. New flooring has been fitted and the ceiling and walls have 

been painted. With the improvement in the facilities on site, we are on 

the way to being able to invite other clubs to run at our track. Next 

stage a toilet ? Many Thanks to all who have worked so hard this year 

at the track and on the portable track. It has all be worth it !!  GE 11/10 


